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37  Chamberlain  Street, 
WELLS . 

Somerset. 

BA5  2PQ. 

3rd  September,  1973* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Wells  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  District 
for  1972,  prepared  in  accordance  with  Circular  l/73  of  the  Department 
of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

The  vital  statistics  show  a  healthy  live  1  irth  rate  well  above 
county  and  national  rates,  whilst  the  general  death  rate  was  the  lowest 
for  10  years;  however,  the  stillbirth  and  infant  mortality  rates  were 
raised.  The  main  causes  of  death  were  in  the  sane  order  but  deaths 
from  accidents  were  raised.  There  is  little  on  which  to  report  as 
regards  notifiable  diseases  but  the  case  of  brucellosis  in  another  part 
of  the  country,  possibly  traceable  to  a  farm  in  this  District, 
illustrates  the  need  for  constant  vigilance  as  regards  milk-borne 
infections . 


On  •'he  environmental  health  side,  work  proceeded  with  various 
village  sewerage  schemes,  as  detailed  by  the  Chief  Pub-Lac  Inspector 
in  his  excellent  report,  for  which  I  am  most  grateful,  and  clo.e  contac 
was  maintained  with  the  County  Health  Department  and  the  Headquarters 
staff  of  the  Bristol  Water  Works  throughout  the  year. 

Already  the  shades  of  Local  Government  and  National  Health  Service 
Reorganisation  loom  over  your  public  health  staff,  entailing  additional 
work  over  working  party  reports  and  special  committees,  but  the  high 
standard  of  their  day  to  day  work  lias  been  kept  up. 


My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Clerk,  Surveyor, 
the  Council  and  Members  for  their  support  and  to  my 
Mrs.  M.A.  Paten,  once  again  for  the  entire  assembly 


other  Officers 
secretary, 
of  the  Report. 


of 


1  have  the  boncur  to  be, 
Your  obedient  servu.it , 


D.E. CLARE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30245989 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  (in  acres)  .  57,175 

Population  (mid-year  1971 )  .  11,450 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  3675 

Rateable  Value  . .  £318,  362 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  .  ♦.  ...  £3101.32 


MAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1972 

(with  comparative  figures  for  Somerset  and  England  &  Wales  where  available) 
BIRTHS 


LIVE  BIRTHS  M  F  Total  «  Wells JUD.G.  , 

Recorded  Ooii-gcxed 

Somerset 

England  & 

Walps 

Legitimate  78  85  163 

Illegitimate  _J5  4  7 

Total  81  89  170 

8,641 

(Provisional) 

725,405 

Rate  per  1,000  population  14.8  17.5 

15.3 

14.8 

(Area  Births  Comparability  Factor  1.18) 

(Corrected) 

Ratio  of  Local  corrected  rate  to  National  rate  1 

.18. 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 
(per  cent  of  total  live  births) 

4.0 

6.0 

9.0 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate  1  1  2 

7,846 

Illegitimate  1  1  2 

948 

Total  22  4 

101 

8,794 

Rate  per  1,000  live  &  still  births 

23.0 

12.0 

12.0 

TOTAL  LIVE  & 

STILL  BIRTHS  83  91  174 

8,742 

734,199 

DEATHS 

TOTAL  DEATHS 

(all  ages)  69  109  178 

7,803 

591,907 

Rate  per  1,000  population  15.5  7.8 

10.8 

12.1 

(Area  Deaths  Comparability  Factor  .50) 

Ratio  of  Local  corrected  rate  to  National  rate  • 

(Corrected) 

64 

INFANTS  DEATHS 

(under  1  year) 

Legitimate  2  1  3 

11,177 

Illegitimate  - 

-LJ.il 

Total  2  1  3 

116 

12,494 

(under  4  weeks) 

Legitimate  2  1  3 

7,503 

Illegitimate  - 

870 

Total  2  13 

83 

8,373 

«  » 


MAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1972  (CONTP) 


INFANT  DEATHS  M  F 
(under  1  week) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


1  1 


1  1 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 


Total 

2 

2 


Nells  R.D.C. 
Recorded  Corrected 


Somerset 


Total  Infant  deaths  per  1,000 
Total  Live  Births 
Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per 
1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births 
Illegitimate  Infant  D oaths  per 
1,000  illegitimate  Live  Births 

NEO -NATAL  MORTALITY  RATES 

(deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births) 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

(deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 
total  live  births) 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
(Still  births  &  deaths  under 
1  week  combined  per  1,000 
live  &  still  births) 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 


England  & 

Sales 

(Provisional) 

6,565 

HI 


63 

7,142 

18.0 

13.0 

17.0 

18.0 

14.0 

17.0 

.  NIL 

11.0 

21.0 

18.0 

10.0 

12.0 

i 

12.0 

7.0 

10.0 

34.0 

21.0 

22.0 

Number  of  deaths  NIL  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live 

&  still  births  NIL  *11 
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CERTAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  FIVE-YEAR  PERIOD  1968  -  1972 


WITH  COMPARATIVE  FIGURES  FOR  SOMERSET  AND  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


1968 

M2. 

1970 

1971 

mi 

1.  Corrected  Birth  Rate 

Wells  Rural  District 

14.7 

15-3 

13.7 

14.2 

17.5 

Somerset 

16.9 

16.8 

15.1 

16.5 

15.3 

England  &  Wales 

16.9 

16.3 

16.0 

16.0 

14.8 

2.  Corrected  Death  Rate 

Wells  Rural  District 

10.6 

8.6 

10.0 

11.4 

7.8 

Somerset 

10.9 

10.8 

10.6 

10.5 

10.8 

England  &  Wales 

11.9 

11.9 

11.7 

11.6 

12.1 

3.  Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Wells  Rural  District 

6.4 

6.0 

28.0 

7.0 

18.0 

Somerset 

15.6 

16.0 

17.0 

15.0 

13.0 

England  &  Wales 

18.0 

18.0 

18.0 

18.0 

17.0 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (5  YEAR 

PERIOD 

1968  - 

1972) 

Disease 

I968 

1?69 

1970 

mi 

mi 

Acute  Encephalitis 

mi 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

1, 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Jaundice 

— 

12 

2 

— 

— 

Measles 

55 

13 

90 

16 

25 

Tuberculosis  (Non  respiratory) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

— 

— 

— 

60 

26 

94 

17 

26 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1972 

(As  given  by  the  Registrar-General) 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


Sex  Total 
all 
Ages 


Under 
4  wks 


4  wks  & 
under  1 
year 


Age  in  Years 

1-  5-  15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75 

& 


U£ 


Late  effects  of 
Respiratory  T.B. 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
Intestine 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
Lung,  Bronchus. 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
Uterus 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
Prostate 

Leukaemia 

Other  Malignant 
Neoplasma 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

Anaemias 

Other  Diseases  of  the 
Nervous  System 

Hypertensive  Disease 


Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 


Other  Forms  of  Heart 
Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 


Other  Diseases  of 
Circulatory  System 

Pneumonia 


Bronchitis  &  Emphysema 

Other  Diseases  of  the 
Respiratory  System 


M  1 
F 

M 

F  3 

M  3 

F  1 

M  4 

F 


F  3 

M  3 

F  1 

M  1 
F  7 

F  2 

F  1 

M 

F  1 

M  1 
F  3 

M  16 
F  28 

M  5 
F  7 

M  7 
F  21 

M  2 

F  4 

M  12 

F  14 

M  3 

M  1 


1 


------  2  1 

------  -12 


------22- 


------  1  1  1 


1 


2 

1 


1  -  - 

3  1  1 

1  1  - 

1  -  - 


---21 

-  -  4  5  7 

-  -  2  6  20 

-  -  1  1  3 

-  -  -  1  6 

-  -  2  1  4 

-  -  1  2  18 

---11 
-  -  -  1  3 

-  2-45 

-  -  -  1  13 

-  -  2  1 

/Contd. 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


Sex  Total  Under  4  wks  & 
all  4  wks  under  1 
Ages  year 


Age  in  Years 

1-  5-  15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75  & 

up 


Appendicitis  M  1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  M  1 
and  Hernia  F  1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  F  1 

Hyperplasia  of 

Prostate  M  1 

Other  Diseases,  M  - 

Genito-Urinary  Sys:  F  1 

Other  causes  of 
Perinatal  Mortality  M  1 

F  1 

M  2 
F  1 

M  2 
F  7 

M  2 
F  1 


Motor  Vehicle 
Accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  &  self- 
inflicted  injuries 


1 

1 


1 

1 


1 

1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 

5 


Total  all  causes  M  69  2 

F  109  1 


1  3  14  20  28 

2  1  11  19  74 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  continued  its  monthly  visits  to  the  Union  Street 

Car  Park  during  the  year.  General  Practitioner  referrals  included  in  the  figures 
given  below  numbered  15. 


Male  Female 

Numbers  examined  159  159 

Abnormalities  detected  2  1 

DETAILS  OF  ABNORMALITIES  DETECTED 


Healed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  -  1 

Bronchiectasis  1 

Pleural  Thickening  1 


Total 

322 

3 

1 

1 

1 
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NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1972. 

(Although  as  a  general  rule  the  figures  are  too  small  for  much  significance  to  be 
attached  to  them,  nevertheless  certain  broad  statements  can  be  made.) 

Population 

The  mid-year  population  of  11,450  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  shows 
an  increase  of  290  over  the  1971  figure.  Deaths  exceeded  live  births  by  only 
8  this  year. 

Births 

Live  Births  -  totalled  19  more  than  in  1971  and  for  the  first  time  since 
1963  the  Corrected  Birth  Rate  was  substantially  higher  than  the  County  and 
National  rates.  With  a  fall  of  6  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  live  births 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  percentage  of  these  was  significantly 
lower  than  County  or  National  rates. 

Still  Births  -  rose  to  4,  giving  a  still  birth  rate  almost  double  County 
and  National  rates. 

Deaths 

All  Ages  -  fell  by  42  compared  with  1971  and  when  adjusted  by  the  Area 
Deaths  Comparability  Factor,  a  death  rate  is  obtained  which  is  markedly  lower 
than  County  and  National  rates  and  is,  in  fact,  the  lowest  for  the  past  10 
years. 

Infant  Mortality  -  rose  to  3  this  year,  giving  Infant  Mortality,  Neonatal, 
Early  Neonatal  and  Perinatal  Mortality  rates  higher  than  those  for  Somerset  and 
England  &  Wales. 

Maternal  Mortality  -  was  again  nil. 

Causes  of  Death 

Heart.  Cerebrovascular  and  Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  - 
totalled  94  deaths,  29  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  of  these  heart 
diseases  caused  60  deaths  and  cerebrovascular  28. 

Respiratory  Diseases  -  again  took  second  place  as  a  cause  of  mortality, 
with  30  deaths,  19  fewer  than  in  1971.  Of  these,  pneumonia  accounted  for 
26  deaths  and  bronchitis  and  emphysema  for  3. 

Cancer  -  deaths  fell  by  5  from  the  1971  figure  to  26,  and  as  regards  site, 
cancers  of  lung  and  intestine  lead  with  4  deaths  each,  followed  by  stomach, 
uterus  and  prostate  each  with  3  deaths. 

Accidents  -  deaths  from  these  rose  by  7  to  12  deaths,  3  of  which  involved  motor 
vehicles.  Of  the  9  remaining,  it  will  be  seen  that  7  occurred  in  females,  and 
all  over  the  age  of  55  years. 

Suicide  and  Self  Inflicted  Injuries  -  accounted  for  3  deaths. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(please  see  5  Year  Table) 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  5-Year  Table  that  these  were  few  and, 
apart  from  the  usual  biennal  wave  of  measles,  there  was  only  a  case 
of  non- respiratory  tuberculosis,  with  no  spread. 


ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING  &  HUMAN  SALMONELLA 

INFECTIONS 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1959 

Brucellosis  occurred  in  a  person  living  in  the  south  of  the  country 
who  had  previously  returned  to  her  old  home  on  a  farm  in  the  Wells  R.D.C. 
area  for  a  holiday.  A  visit  to  the  farm  revealed  that  6  cows  in  the  herd 
had  been  positive  brucellosis  reactors  but  these  had  been  disposed  of,  and 
as  the  bulk  of  the  milk  went  for  pasteurisation,  a  formal  Heat  Treatment 
Order  was  not  required. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  ( SEC. 47) 

AND 

AMENDMENT  ACT,  1951 

Early  in  1972  the  elderly  lady  to  whom  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  I  had  paid  regular  visits  since  1968,  and  who  was  originally 
the  subject  of  a  Removal  Order,  passed  peacefully  away  at  Greenhill 
House,  Cheddar. 


-9- 


•  j 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


There  are  satisfactory  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  systems  in  the 
following  villages: - 

Wookey 

Walton 

Meare  (Central  part  of  village  only) 

Easton 

Wes  t  bury-  sub-Mendi  p 
Rodney  Stoke  ' 

Draycott 
Butleigh 


Joint  scheme 


Joint  scheme 


Butleigh  Wootton 
Baltonsborough 
C  oxley 


Joint  scheme 


The  drainage  systems  of  most  of  the  68  private  enterprise  houses 
built  during  the  year  were  connected  to  public  sewers. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  work  on  the  Wookey  Scheme  incorporating  the 
hamlets  of  Worth,  Yarley,  Henton  and  Bleadney  was  nearing  completion,  the 
contract  time  having  been  exceeded  by  several  months.  The  items  out¬ 
standing  being  certain  site  works  and  settlement  of  claim  for  drainage. 


The  Coxley  scheme  was  completed  and  available  for  use  in  the  summer, 
the  Certificate  of  Completion  bearing  the  date  31st  August,  1972. 

Formal  agreement  to  the  Meare  Scheme,  making  provision  for  Oxenpill, 
Westhay,  Stileway  and  part  of  Godney  was  received  from  the  Department 
of  the  Environment  in  the  middle  of  the  year  and  contract  documents  were 
being  prepared  for  distribution  to  selected  firms  early  in  the  New  Year. 

Such  excellent  progress  was  made  on  the  West  Pennard  Scheme, 
commenced  in  March  1972,  that  it  seemed  likely  that  the  Contractor  would 
finish  before  the  completion  date  in  June  1973. 

Work  on  the  Wookey  Hole  Contract,  including  the  sewering  of  such 
areas  as  Eaybridge,  Elm  Close  and  Glencot,  commenced  on  20th  November,  1972, 
and  is  expected  to  end  in  February,  1974. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Department  of  the  Environment  agreed  that 
design  work  could  proceed  for  sewers  in  North  Wootton  as  a  first  phase  of 
the  Eastern  Parishes  Scheme  and  it  is  hoped  that  work  will  commence  in 
1973. 


-10- 


r. 


,  .  .  • 

•  .  • 

•  ■ 

•  .  •  - 

:  * 

... 

** -  ‘  *  # 

•  t  .  ,*l 

*  • ' 

.  .. 

. 

*  *v  ■ 

- 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


Water  supplies  were  sufficient  in  both  quality  and  quantity 
throughout  the  year. 

None  of  the  waters  distributed  by  Bristol  Waterworks  Company 
to  consumers  in  the  area  are  reported  as  being  plumbo  solvent. 


MAINS  LAID  BY  BRISTOL  WATERWORKS  COMPANY 

IN  WELLS  R.D.C.  AREA  DURING  THE  PAST  YEAR. 


Length  of  Main  -  In  Metres 


Size  of  Main 

3” 

4" 

6” 

8" 

10” 

Trunk  Mains 

— 

1078 

40 

620 

384 

Tapping  Main3 

1379 

1974 

400 

- 

— 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSES  OF  WATER  FROM 


Source 

Total 

Solids 

Chloride 

Nitrate 

as  N 

Nitrite 

as 

N 

Saline 

Ammonia  as 

N 

i 

Oxygen 

absorbed 

3  hrs  @  37°C 

* 

1 

Honeyhurst 

332 

18 

4.0 

0.001 

0.010 

0.05 

Priddy 

231 

14 

2.1 

0.001 

0.003 

0.09 

Southtown 

472 

23 

0.2 

0.001 

0.002 

0.07 

Stoke  Bottom 

309 

24 

2.7 

0.001 

0.024 

0.32 

West  Compton 

455 

18 

3.3 

0.008 

0.004 

0.06 

©■ 
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SOURCES  WITHIN  WELLS  R.D.C.  AREA 


Total 

Hardness 

Calcium 

Hardness 

Magnesium 

Hardness 

Alkalinity 

m 

pm 

Sulphate 

Sodium 

284 

234 

50 

245 

7.4 

40 

7.4 

204 

181 

23 

183 

7.6 

17 

7.5 

364 

308 

56 

302 

7.3 

90 

24.9 

232 

193 

34 

202 

7.4 

39 

18.7 

400 

292 

108 

351 

7.4 

66 

12.2 

Q 

rt 

o 

P<4 

0 

p 

•p 

CO 

0 

•H 

3 

CO 

0 

rd 

CO 

aj 

a) 

•H 

CO 

o 

PM 

c3  g 
tag 

P 

•H 

CO 

P 

O 

Pm 

-P 

rH 

o 

8 

p 

P 

o 

•H 

A 

CO  CO 

i — 1 

CO 

Pm 

U1 

Ph 

M 

ctf 

1 

.3 

5.9 

nil 

0.01 

0.001 

0.1 

1 

.7 

6.2 

nil 

0.01 

0.01 

0.1 

2 

.9 

13.6 

nil 

0.20 

0.02 

0.25 

4 

.6 

8.4 

nil 

0.06 

0.02 

0.1 

3 

.1 

8.3 

nil 

0.01 

0.01 

0.1 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


Year  1972 


Raw  Waters 

No.  of  Samples 
Examined 

Average  No. 
Faecal  Colifoms 
Per  100  ml 

Acerage  No.  of 
Non-Faecal  Coliforms 
Per  100  Ml 

Colonies 

on  Agar 

2  days  @ 

0 

37  C 

West  Compton 

32 

12 

27 

26 

Priddy 

24 

8 

8 

8 

Honeyhurst 

24 

10 

10 

5 

Cheddar 

24 

77 

176 

138 

Stoke  Bottom 

25 

3075 

11,907  3' 

,958 

Treated 

Waters 

No.  of  Samples 
Examined 

No.  Free  from 
Faecal  Coliforms 

No.  Free  from 
Non-Faecal  Coliforms 

% 

Satis : 

West  Compton 

49 

48 

47 

96 

Priddy 

46 

46 

46 

100 

Honeyhurst 

48 

48 

48 

100 

Cheddar 

48 

48 

48 

100 

Stoke  Bottom 

46 

46 

. 

46 

100 

Distribution 

System 

410 

410 

404 

98 

Remarks  Southtown  source  was  abandoned  during  the  year. 

West  Compton  source  is  now  sterlised  by  ultra-violet  radiation. 
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NOTES  ON  WATER  SUPPLIES  TO  INDIVIDUAL  VILLAGES 


BALTOUSBOROUGH 

Each  inhabited  house  has  a  supply  laid  on. 

BUTLEIGH 

169  houses  are  supplied  with  main  water  and  a  few  of  the  outlying 
properties  rely  on  wells. 

C BENTON  MEND IP 

Most  of  the  181  houses  in  this  village  are  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Waldegrave  Estate  Company’ 3  private  supply.  A  few  properties,  because  of 
their  situation,  rely  on  wells  or  rain  water  storage. 

OUT  ST.  CUTHBERT 

East  and  West  Horrington  -  106  houses  out  of  155  have  a  piped  supply 
and  the  remainder  are  supplied  from  standpipes. 

C oxley  -  approximately  156  out  of  208  are  supplied  with  water  on  tap 
and  the  only  suppliers  now  are  the  statutory  undertakers  since  a  new  main 
was  laid  for  the  benefit  of  the  residents  of  Coxley  Nick. 

Burcott  -  few  houses  but  mainly  relying  on  well3. 

Easton  -  this  village  has  a  main  water  supply.  82  of  the  109  houses 
are  connected  to  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company’s  mains  and  24  rely  on 
stand pipes. 

Wookey  Hole,  Elm  Close  and  Haybridge  -  these  groups  of  houses  are 
supplied  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company. 

Dulcote  -  some  46  houses  of  which  53  have  a  piped  supply  derived  from 
a  small  private  water  system  installed  many  years  ago.  The  quality  and 
quantity  of  this  supply  has  been  satisfactory  daring  the  year. 

Chilcotc,  Womans  ter ,  Milton  and  Walcombe  -  these  small  groups  of 
houses  have  piped  supplies  from  various  sources  and  their  needs  appear  to 
have  been  met. 

DINDER 

56  out  of  64  houses  have  piped  supplies  from  the  Dinder  Estate  Supply. 
This  water  is  derived  from  springs  which  rise  near  Masbury  Ring.  The 
remainder  of  the  houses  are  not  within  reach  of  the  mains  and  have  to  rely 
on  wells,  etc.  for  their  water.  The  Dinder  Estate  supply  is  adequate  in 
quantity  for  the  needs  of  the  village  and  the  quality  has  been  maintained 
by  chlorination. 

GODNEY 

56  o-:t  of  77  houses  have  piped  supplies  from  the  mains  of  the 
statutory  undertakers.  The  remainder  of  the  houses  have  to  rely  on 
private  supplies  as  they  are  not  in  compact  groups  or  within  easy  reach 
of  the  trunk  main. 

MEARE 

The  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  supply  this  village.  225  out  of  300 
houses  have  piped  water  and  a  few  are  still  served  by  standpipe. 

NORTH  W00TT0N 

82  out  of  96  houses  have  piped  water  of  good  quality  and  unlimited 
quantity.  The  village  is  supplied  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company. 
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PRIDDY 

66  out  of  the  103  houses  have  piped  supplies.  The  majority  of  this 
number  are  supplied  from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company’s  mains  but  there 
are  still  a  few  obtaining  water  from  agricultural  systems  installed  by  the 
Church  Commissioners. 

RODNEY  STOKE 

There  are  301  houses  in  this  parish  and  278  are  supplied  by  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company. 

SHARPHAM 

10  houses  out  of  30  have  piped  supplies.  The  remainder  are  not  within 
easy  reach  of  the  main  and  have  to  haul  water  from  one  of  two  standpipes 
which  have  been  provided. 

WALTON 

There  are  251  houses,  and  all  except  the  outlying  ones  now  have  water 
on  tap.  The  total  number  of  houses  with  piped  water  is  224. 

WES  TBURY -S  UB-MEND I P 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  this  parish  is  231  and  207  have  main 
water. 

WEST  PENNAKD 

191  out  of  207  houses  have  piped  supplies.  The  remainder  have  stand¬ 
pipes  within  easy  reach  or  rely  on  private  supplies. 

WOOKEY 

A  rather  scattered  parish  comprising  Wookey,  Worth,  Yarley  and  Rent on 
and  Bleadney.  There  are  362  houses  in  this  village  and  273  have  piped 
water  from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company’s  mains. 

THE  MENDIP  HOSPITAL 

This  large  hospital  which  houses  over  1,000  patients  and  staff  has  its 
own  water  supply.  The  main  source  is  two  boreholes  situated  between  Bristol 
Road  and  Watchet's  Springs  which  provides  the  water  for  East  and  West 
Eorrington.  These  boreholes  are  in  the  old  red  sandstone  formation,  and 
yield  sufficient  water  for  the  very  large  demands  of  this  hospital. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  to 
provide  a  supply  in  an  emergency. 
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INSPECTIONS 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  inspections  made  during  the  year:- 

Infectious  Diseases  NI L 

Disinfectants  -  supplied  by  the  Council  NIL 

Visits  -  connected  with  Suspected  Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks  NIL 

Nuisances  -  arising  from  foul  and  choked  drains,  foul 

accumulations,  etc.  66 

Drainage  Works  330 

Samples  -  of  drinking  water  sent  to  the  County  Lab. 

for  chemical  analysis  13 

Samples  -  of  drinking  water  sent  to  the  P.H.  Lab. 

for  bacteriological  examination  11 

Petroleum  x\cts  -  premise.3  licensed  under  Petroleum  Acts 

for  the  storage  of  petrol  55 

Visits  -  re  water  supplies  34 

Bakehouses  (  l) ,  Slaughterhouses  (4) ,  inspected  61 

Public  Schools  -  inspected  17 

Dairies  -  visits  to  24 

Visits  -  re  food  inspection  193 

Other  Inspections  -  under  Housing  acts  110 

Visits  -  re  refuse  collection  52 

Ins pections  -  Ice  cream  premises  47 

Caravans  93 

ICE  CREAK 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  NIL 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  59 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

The  licence  in  respect  of  the  only  slaughterhouse  in  the  district, 
situated  at  But lei gh,  continues  to  be  renewed  annually  on  application. 

The  premises,  which  are  frequently  inspected,  comply  with  the  Slaughterhouse 
(Hygiene)  Regulations  and  are  in  constant  use.  The  meat  produced  is  sold 
in  the  butcher's  shop  forming  part  of  the  premises  and  also  from  vans 
which  supply  neighbouring  villages. 

All  meat  is  inspected  and  details  can  be  found  in  the  table  at  the 
end  of  this  report. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 


The  refuse  collection  service  has  been  criticized  on  the  grounds 
that  a  frequency  of  once  a  fortnight  is  insufficient  and  that  a  weekly 
collection  is  more  in  keeping  with  modern  requirements.  It  would  appear 
however  that  many  of  the  residents,  not  wishing  to  see  an  increase  in 
rates,  are  satisfied  with  the  present  arrangement.  Enquiries  reveal 
that  the  majority  of  neighbouring  Local  Authorities  are  operating  a 
weekly  service  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  had  it  not  been  for  re¬ 
organisation  of  local  government  the  question  of  providing  a  more 
frequent  service  would  have  had  to  be  given  serious  consideration  some 
tine  in  the  not  too  far  distant  future. 

The  Contractor  has  carried  out  his  duties  efficiently  over  the 
year,  providing  two  vehicles,  one  in  use  and  the  other  used  occasionally 
but  mainly  hold  in  reserve  in  case  of  breakdown.  Both  vehicles  are 
designed  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  used  and  adequately  main¬ 
tained.  The  workmen  employed  by  the  Contractor  have  knowledge  of  the 
area  and  as  collection  is  from  the  kerbside  or  roadside  boundary  of  the 
property,  are  willing  to  give  assistance  to  those  householders  who  are 
aged,  handicapped  or  infirm. 

The  worked  out  quarry  where  refuse  is  tipped  is  not  owned  by  the 
Council  but  the  use  for  this  purpose  is  permitted  by  the  proprietors 
under  licence.  The  quarry  is  inspected  regularly  and  treatment  for  the 
control  of  pests  carried  out  when  necessary. 

Parts  of  the  rural  district  attract  visitors  during  the  summer 
months  and  litter  bins  have  been  provided  in  most  areas  where  car 
parking  and  picnicing  is  known  to  take  place. 

The  number  of  villages  with  public  sewerage  systems  is  increasing, 
consequently  in  time  reliance  on  the  cesspool/ septic  tank  type  of 
drainage  system  will  diminish.  Meanwhile  the  cesspool  emptying  service 
introduced  some  years  ago  continues  to  be  in  demand  and  is  available 
once  per  annum  free  of  charge  provided  the  drainage  system  of  any  house 
is  unable  to  be  connected  to  a  public  sewer. 

Arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  cesspool/septic  tank  effluent 
however  could  be  better.  Drivers  employed  by  Contractors  specialising 
in  this  work  are  expected  to  find  sites  for  disposal  and  this  is  usually 
on  agricultural  land.  Consideration  has  been  given  to  the  possibility 
of  allowing  disposal  at  one  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  district 
but  only  limited  quantities  could  be  accepted  and  the  difficulty  of 
controlling  discharges  when  the  works  are  unattended  is  another  aspect  of 
the  problem.  However,  after  re-organisation  it  may  be  possible  to  arrange 
for  the  disposal  of  such  effluent  at  one  or  more  of  the  works  serving 
towns  included  in  the  new  district  and  which  obviously  have  greater 
capacity  than  those  designed  for  villages. 

Several  abandoned  vehicles  were  removed  for  disposal  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Civil  Amenities  Act  1967  during  the  year. 


FOOD  INSPECTION 


As  no  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  it  is  reasonable  to 
assume  that  the  food  and  drink  sold  in  the  district  was  of  satisfactory 
quality. 

The  food  retailers  are  aware  of  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  in  the  main  observe  them  but  the  few  minor  contraventions 
noted  during  inspections  were  remedied  on  request. 

Following  mechanical  breakdown  in  a  refrigeration  plant  in  one 
instance  and  the  flooding  of  premises  to  a  depth  of  three  feet  in  another 
a  large  quantity  of  food  was  surrendered  and  removed  for  destruction. 

No  firms  specialising  in  processing  of  poultry  are  established  in 
the  area. 


DISTRIBUTION  AND  SALE  OF  MILK 


No  new  applications  having  been  received  for  registration  during 
the  period  under  review,  the  number  of  distributors  with  premises  in 
the  district  remains  at  seven. 

It  can  be  concluded  from  the  results  of  samples  submitted  to  the 
appropriate  tests  that  milk  of  a  high  quality  Iras  been  available  to 
residents  throughout  the  year. 

A.s  hitherto,  Somerset  County  Council  continues  to  be  responsible 
for  the  administration  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations 
I960  and  is  empowered  to  enforce  the  licensing  provisions. 

No  cases  of  Brucellosis  were  notified  but  the  Ministry's  Laboratory 
reported  two  instances  of  salmonella  infection  in  farm  animals;  these 
were  investigated  and  precautions  discussed  with  the  owners.  Fortunately, 
the  milk  produced  on  both  farms  was  sent  to  a  Creamery  for  heat  treat¬ 
ment. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(D 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3>4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

2 

2 

NIL 

NIL 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by 

Local  Authority 

40 

14 

NIL 

NIL 

(iii)  Other  premises  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

7 

7 

NIL 

NIL 

TOTAL 

49 

23 

NIL 

NIL 

DEFECTS  Insufficient  Sanitary  Accomodation  in  ono  instance  - 
remedied  on  informal  action. 


OU WORKERS  There  are  5  Outworkers  in  tho  District  (concerned 
with  wearing  apparel) . 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  I960 


NoT  of 
Promises 

No. Complying 
with  Reg: 1 6 

No.  of 

Premises  to 
which  Reg: 

IS  applies 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg:  19. 

Grocers 

34 

34 

34 

34 

Butchers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Catering  Premises 
(including  licensed 
promises) 

41 

41 

41 

41 

School  Kitchens 

5 

5 

5 

5 

TOTALS 

83 

83 

83 

83 
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DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957 


No  applications  for  the  grant  of  licences  under  the  above  Order  were 
received  during  the  year,  neither  wore  any  licences  revoked. 

There  are  currently  three  licences  in  force  in  respect  of  plant  and 
equipment  installed  at  premises  within  the  rural  district  and  used 
regularly  for  processing  waste  food. 

The  premises  referred  to  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time, 
particular  attention  being  paid  to  storage  of  waste  food  both  before 
and  after  processing  and  the  handling  generally.  The  importance  of 
adequate  treatment  of  woeco  food,  the  disinfection  of  outer  clothing 
and  such  other  essential  precautions  before  tending  poultry  has  been 
stressed  in  discussions  with  licensees. 

The  waste  food  processed  by  the  three  licensees  is  fed  to 
animals  owned  by  them,  consequently  it  is  to  their  advantage  to  observe 
the  terms  of  the  Order  so  as  to  protect  the  health  of  the  livestock  in 
question. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


No  cases  reported  during  the  year  requiring  formal  action. 
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Period  -  1st  January  /31st  December,  1972 
Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  Killed 

81 

NIL 

1 

378 

91 

NIL 

Number  Inspected 

81 

NIL 

1 

378 

91 

NIL 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysterci; 

Whole  Carcases  condenned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Carcases  of  which  sone  part  or 
organ  was  condenned 

8 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

2 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysterci: 

9.88 1 

NIL 

NIL 

6.00?o 

2.20^ 

NIL 

Tuberculosis  onlv 

Whole  carcases  condenned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Carcases  of  which  sone  part  or 
organ  was  condenned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Cyst.icercosis 

Carcases  of  which  sone  part  or 
organ  was  condenned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Generalised  and  Totally 

Condenned 

_  .  NIL 

NIL 

NIL.  . 

—NIL  . 

NIL 

NIL  -  - 

Weight  of  Meat  condenned 
(in  lbs.)  for:- 
(a)  Tuberculosis 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

( c)  Other 

110 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

14 

NIL 

TOTAL  (in  lbs.)  condenned 

110 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

14 

NIL 
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